Synthesis of sulfonated oxindoles by potassium iodide catalyzed arylsulfonylation of activated alkenes with sulfonylhydrazides in water.
A catalytic system consisting of KI, 18-crown-6, and TBHP for arylsulfonylation of activated alkenes with sulfonylhydrazides as sulfonyl precursor is described. This protocol provides a practical and environmentally benign method for the construction of sulfonated oxindoles in water.